We claim: 
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CLAIMS 



5 1 . A computerized system for collecting data for a spatially distributed group of 
objects or networks, comprising: 

a measurement data input which receives measurement information selected 
from the group consisting of measured performance metrics and inputted quality 
measures; 

1 0 a descriptive data input which receives descriptive information from a 

predefined set of selections wherein said selections are selected from the group 
consisting of text strings and icons: and 

means for associating and storing said measurement information and said 
descriptive information. 
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>'> 2. The computerized system of claim 1 further comprising at least one measurement 

tool linked for data communication to said measurement data input. 

3. The computerized system of claim 2 wherein said measurement tool is electrically 
p', ) connected to said measurement data input. 

4. The computerized system of claim 2 wherein said measurement data input is 
located on a host computer and said descriptive data input is located on a slave 
computer, and wherein measurement information received by said measurement data 

25 input is a performance metric based on communications between said host computer 
and said slave computer. 

5. The computerized system of claim 2 further comprising a means for selectively 
entering said measurement information to said measurement data input. 
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6. The computerized system of claim 5 wherein said measurement information is a 
quality criteria that is selected by said means for selectively entering from amongst a 
plurality of pre-defined selections. 
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7. The computerized system of claim 5 wherein said means for selectively entering is 
selected from the group consisting of a keyboard, button, switch, stylus input, mouse, 
touch screen, knob, and voice activated detector. 

8. The computerized system of claim 1 wherein said predefined set of selections 
includes at least a first list and a second list of said selections. 

9. The computerized system of claim 8 further comprising a means for adding 
selections selected from the group consisting of text strings and icons to at least one 
of said first list and said second list of selections. 

10. The computerized system of claim 1 further comprising a means for adding 
selections to said predefined set of selections. 

11. The computerized system of claim 1 further comprising a means for 
automatically selecting said descriptive information received by said descriptive data 
based on said measurement data received at said measurement data input. 

12. The computerized system of claim 1 1 further comprising a means for displaying 
said descriptive information selected by said means for automatically selecting. 

13. The computerized system of claim 1 further comprising a means for displaying 
said measurement information and said descriptive information. 

14. The computerized system of claim 1 wherein said descriptive information in said 
predefined set of selections includes text strings pertaining to location information. 

15. The computerized system of claim 14 further comprising a means to 
automatically select said text strings pertaining to location information based on a 
selected environmental database model for said predefined set of selections. 



). The computerized system of claim 1 wherein said selections in said predefined 



set of selections are icons. 
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17. The computerized system of claim 1 wherein said selection in said predefined set 
of selections are text strings. 

18. The computerized system of claim 1 1 wherein said descriptive information in 
said predefined set of selections includes icons which prompt an operator. 

19. The computerized system of claim 1 1 wherein said descriptive information in 
said predefined set of selections includes at least one text string which prompts an 
operator. 

20. The computerized system of claim 1 further comprising a means for displaying 
said predefined set of selections. 

21 . The computerized system of claim 8 further comprising a means for selecting 
selections from both said first list and said second list. 

22. The computerized system of claim 8 wherein said selections in said first list are 
text strings and wherein said selections in said second list are graphical icons. 

23. The computerized system of claim 1 wherein said means for associating and 
storing said measurement information and said descriptive information comprises an 
acceptance switch for allowing an operator to accept descriptive information for said 
descriptive data input and measurement information for said measurement data input. 

24. The computerized system of claim 23 wherein said acceptance switch is a hard or 
soft button or contact. 

25. The computerized system of claim 1 further comprising an environmental 
database model, and a means for displaying at least a portion of said environmental 
database model together with at least one of said measurement information and said 
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descriptive information. 

26. The computerized system of claim 25 wherein said at least one of said 
measurement information and said descriptive information is related to at least one 
specific location in said environmental database model and said means for displaying 
displays said at least one of said measurement information and said descriptive 
information at said at least one specific location in said environmental database 
model. 

27. A method for collecting data for a spatially distributed group of objects or 
networks, comprising the steps of: 

obtaining measurement information selected from the group consisting of 
measured performance metrics and inputted quality measures; 

obtaining descriptive information from a predefined set of selections wherein 
said selections are selected from the group consisting of text strings and icons; and 

associating and storing said measurement information and said descriptive 
information. 

28. The method of claim 27 further comprising the step of displaying said 
measurement information and said descriptive information. 

29. The method of claim 27 wherein said obtaining descriptive information step 
includes the steps of displaying said predefined set of selections, and selecting at least 
one of said selections in said predefined set of selections. 

30. The method of claim 27 wherein said obtaining descriptive information step 
further comprise the step of adding at least one selection to said predefined set of 
selections. 

3 1 . The method of claim 27 wherein said step of obtaining measurement information 
is performed using a measurement tool. 
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32. The method of claim 31 wherein said measurement measures a performance 
metric. 

33. The method of claim 31 wherein said step of obtaining measurement information 
further comprises the step of communicating a measurement from said measurement 
tool to a computer, and wherein said step of associating and storing is performed in 
said computer. 

34. The method of claim 27 wherein said step of obtaining measurement information 
is performed by inputting said measurement information with a device selected from 
the group consisting of a keyboard, stylus, touch screen, mouse, and voice activated 
detector. 

35. The method of claim 27 wherein said step of obtaining measurement information 
is performed automatically by retrieving a measurement from a measurement tool into 
a computer memory. 

36. The method of claim 27 wherein said step of associating and storing is performed 
at a time controlled by a user. 

37. The method of claim 27 wherein step of associating and storing is performed at a 
location controlled by a user. 

38. The method of claim 36 wherein said step of associating and storing includes the 
step of a user actuating an actuator selected from the group consisting of a button, a 
switch, a stylus, a knob, a keyboard, a mouse, a touch screen, and a voice activated 
detector at a selected time. 

39. The method of claim 37 wherein said step of associating and storing includes the 
step of a user actuating an actuator selected from the group consisting of a button, a 
switch, a stylus, a knob, a keyboard, a mouse, a touch screen, and a voice activated 
detector at a selected location. 
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40. The method of claim 27 wherein said step of obtaining descriptive information is 
performed automatically in response to said measurement information obtained in 
said obtaining measurement information step, and wherein said descriptive 
information is determined by said measurement information. 
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41 . The method of claim 27 wherein said measurement information obtained in said 
obtaining information step pertains to communications between a slave and a host 
computer, and said measurement information is derived from communication 
parameters between said slave and said host computer. 
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42. A method for visualizing a spatially distributed group of objects or networks, 
comprising the steps of: 

collecting measurement information and descriptive information for said 
distributed group of objects or networks by obtaining measurement information 
1 5 selected from the group consisting of measured performance metrics and inputted 
quality measures, obtaining descriptive information from a predefined set of 
selections wherein said selections are selected from the group consisting of text 
strings and icons, and associating and storing said measurement information and said 
descriptive information; 
20 obtaining an environmental database model; and 

displaying at least one of said measurement information and said descriptive 
information collected in said collecting step together with at least a portion of said 
environmental database model. 

25 43. The method of claim 42 wherein said measurement information and said 

descriptive information pertains to a specific location in said environmental database 
model and said step of displaying includes the step of displaying said at least one of 
said measurement information and said descriptive information at said specific 
location in said environmental database model. 
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